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DETAILED ACTION 

Priority 

It is noted tliat tliis application appears to claim subject matter disclosed in 
prior Application No. PCT/EP03/11851, filed on October 24, 2003. A reference 
to the prior application must be inserted as the first sentence(s) of the 
specification of this application or in an application data sheet (37 CFR 1.76), if 
applicant intends to rely on the filing date of the prior application under 35 U.S.C. 
119(e), 120, 121, or 365(c). See 37 CFR 1.78(a). For benefit claims under 35 
U.S.C. 120, 121, or 365(c), the reference must include the relationship (i.e., 
continuation, divisional, or continuation-in-part) of all nonprovisional applications. 
If the application is a utility or plant application filed under 35 U.S.C. 1 1 1 (a) on or 
after November 29, 2000, the specific reference to the prior application must be 
submitted during the pendency of the application and within the later of four 
months from the actual filing date of the application or sixteen months from the 
filing date of the prior application. If the application is a utility or plant application 
which entered the national stage from an international application filed on or after 
November 29, 2000, after compliance with 35 U.S.C. 371, the specific reference 
must be submitted during the pendency of the application and within the later of 
four months from the date on which the national stage commenced under 35 
U.S.C. 371(b) or (f) or sixteen months from the filing date of the prior application. 
See 37 CFR 1 .78(a)(2)(ii) and (a)(5)(ii). This time period is not extendable and a 
failure to submit the reference required by 35 U.S.C. 119(e) and/or 120, where 
applicable, within this time period is considered a waiver of any benefit of such 
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prior application(s) under 35 U.S.C. 119(e), 120, 121 and 365(c). A benefit claim 
filed after the required time period may be accepted if it is accompanied by a 
grantable petition to accept an unintentionally delayed benefit claim under 35 
U.S.C. 119(e), 120, 121 and 365(c). The petition must be accompanied by (1) 
the reference required by 35 U.S.C. 120 or 119(e) and 37 CFR 1.78(a)(2) or 
(a)(5) to the prior application (unless previously submitted), (2) a surcharge under 
37 CFR 1.1 7(t), and (3) a statement that the entire delay between the date the 
claim was due under 37 CFR 1 .78(a)(2) or (a)(5) and the date the claim was filed 
was unintentional. The Director may require additional information where there is 
a question whether the delay was unintentional. The petition should be 
addressed to: Mail Stop Petition, Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, 
Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450. 

If the reference to the prior application was previously submitted within the 
time period set forth in 37 CFR 1 .78(a), but not in the first sentence(s) of the 
specification or an application data sheet (ADS) as required by 37 CFR 1.78(a) 
(e.g., if the reference was submitted in an oath or declaration or the application 
transmittal letter), and the information concerning the benefit claim was 
recognized by the Office as shown by its inclusion on the first filing receipt, the 
petition under 37 CFR 1.78(a) and the surcharge under 37 CFR 1.17(t) are not 
required. Applicant is still required to submit the reference in compliance with 37 
CFR 1 .78(a) by filing an amendment to the first sentence(s) of the specification 
or an ADS. See MPEP § 201.11. 
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Information Disclosure Statement 

The listing of references in the specification (See Page 1, lines 22-23) is 
not a proper information disclosure statement. 37 CFR 1.98(b) requires a list of 
all patents, publications, or other information submitted for consideration by the 
Office, and MPEP § 609.04(a) states, "the list may not be incorporated into the 
specification but must be submitted in a separate paper." Therefore, unless the 
references have been cited by the examiner on form PTO-892, they have not 
been considered. 

Drawings 

1. The informal drawings are not of sufficient quality to permit 
examination. Accordingly, replacement drawing sheets in compliance with 37 
CFR 1 .121(d) are required in reply to this Office action. The replacement sheet(s) 
should be labeled "Replacement Sheet" in the page header (as per 37 CFR 
1 .84(c)) so as not to obstruct any portion of the drawing figures. If the changes 
are not accepted by the examiner, the applicant will be notified and informed of 
any required corrective action in the next Office action. 

2. The drawings are objected to as failing to comply with 37 CFR 
1.84(p)(5) because they include the following reference character(s) not 
mentioned in the description: "31" (See Figure 2). Corrected drawing sheets in 
compliance with 37 CFR 1.121(d), or amendment to the specification to add the 
reference character(s) in the description in compliance with 37 CFR 1.121(b) are 
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required in reply to the Office action to avoid abandonment of the application. 
Any amended replacement drawing sheet should include all of the figures 
appearing on the immediate prior version of the sheet, even if only one figure is 
being amended. Each drawing sheet submitted after the filing date of an 
application must be labeled in the top margin as either "Replacement Sheet" or 
"New Sheet" pursuant to 37 CFR 1.121(d). If the changes are not accepted by 
the examiner, the applicant will be notified and informed of any required 
corrective action in the next Office action. The objection to the drawings will not 
be held in abeyance. 

3. The drawings are objected to as failing to comply with 37 
CFR 1 .84(p)(4) because reference character "26" has been used to designate 
both "third side 26" (See Page 8, Iine31) and "slanted sides 26, 26b" (See 
Page 9, lines 1-2) or "slanted side 26" (See Page 9, line 26). Corrected 
drawing sheets in compliance with 37 CFR 1.121(d) are required in reply to the 
Office action to avoid abandonment of the application. Any amended 
replacement drawing sheet should include all of the figures appearing on the 
immediate prior version of the sheet, even if only one figure is being amended. 
Each drawing sheet submitted after the filing date of an application must be 
labeled in the top margin as either "Replacement Sheet" or "New Sheet" pursuant 
to 37 CFR 1.121(d). If the changes are not accepted by the examiner, the 
applicant will be notified and informed of any required corrective action in the 
next Office action. The objection to the drawings will not be held in abeyance. 
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Specification 

1 . The disclosure is objected to because of tlie following informalities: the 
following headings in the specification are missing: Background of the Invention, 
Summary of the Invention, Brief Description of the Drawings, etc.... Applicant is 
requested to insert heading to separate the various parts application. 

Appropriate correction is required. 

2. Applicant discloses "According to one aspect of the invention, the 
above object is achieved by a turbocharger having features of claim 1 and 19, 
respectively. Preferable embodiments of the turbocharger are set forth in the 
subclaims" (Page 2, lines 5-8); however, claim may be amended or cancelled 
during the prosecution of the instant application, and therefore, is not an 
appropriate characterization of the invention. 

Claim Objections 

Claims 9-18 are objected to under 37 CFR 1.75(c) as being in improper 
form because multiple dependent claims 9-18 cannot depend from any other 
multiple dependent claims. See MPEP § 608.01 (n). Accordingly, the claims 9- 
1 8 have not been further treated on the merits. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for 
all obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described 
as set forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to 
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be patented and the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been 
obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which 
said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the 
invention was made. 

Claims 1-8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as best understood as 
being unpatentable over Egli (Patent Number 2,981,516), in view of either 
Bernardini et al. (Patent Number 6,694,733 B1) or Aguilar et al. (Patent 
Number 6,017,184). 

Egli discloses a turbocharger having a center housing (13) and a thin- 
walled exhaust housing (40, 60), both housings being connected to each other at 
cylindrical end portions (Not Numbered) thereof by use of a floating flange ring 
(Not Numbered, See Figure 4) having a clamping surface (Surface of the outer 
edge 41 ) which exerts at least an axial force component (by tightening nut 44) for 
urging the end portion (Not Numbered) of the thin-walled housing (40, 60) 
against the end portion (Not Numbered) of the center housing (13), 

characterized in that the end portion (Not Numbered) of the thin- 
walled housing (40, 60) is sandwiched between the floating flange ring 
(Not Numbered) and the flange portion (Not Numbered, a portion against 
the surface of the outer edge 41 ) of the center housing (1 3); 

wherein said clamping surface (the surface of the outer edge 41) is 
slanted so as to exert a radial force component additionally to the axial 
force component; 

wherein said clamping surface (the surface of the outer edge 41) is 
slanted such that said radial component is directed to the central axis of 
said housing portions. 
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at least a screw (43) for applying said axial load and a boss (42) forming a 
part of said floating flange ring (Not Numbered); 

wherein said floating flange ring (Not Numbered) is provided with at 
least three bosses (42), each receiving one of the screws (43); the bosses 
(42) projecting radially from the floating flange ring (Not Numbered), 

wherein said bosses (42) receive said screws (43) in through holes 
and the screws (43) are tightened by means of nuts (44); 

wherein said bosses (42) receive said screws (43) in blind 
holes (Not Numbered, a portion wherein the screw 43 going 
through) having inner threads; and 

wherein said bosses (42) are positioned at regular 
intervals (See Figure 1 and 4, Column 2, lines 13-42, 
Column 3, lines 21-21-24). 
However, Egli fails to disclose at least a counter part/ at least three 
washers form said counter part; and its function. 

Bernardini/Aguilar teaches that it is conventional in the turbocharger art, to 
utilize at least a counter part (42 of Bernardini; 12 of Aguilar); means of said 
counter part (42 of Bernardini; 12 of Aguilar) exerting said axial force component 
upon applying an axial load to said clamping surface, and 

and at least three washers (42 of Bernardini; 12 of Aguilar)) form 
said counter part (42 of Bernardini; 12 of Aguilar) (See Figure 1, Column 
2, lines 52-54 of Bernardini; Figure 1, Column 2, lines 52-55 of Aguilar). 
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It would has been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at that 
time the invention was made, to have utilized at least a counter part/ at least 
three washers form said counter part; and its function, as taught by 
Bernardini/Aguilar, to secure the turbine housing to the center housing of the Egli 
turbocharger. 

Note that the washers/washer clamps of Bernardini/Aguilar are 
arranged/positioned between the nuts 44 and the flange ring of the center 
housing of Egli, which provide an axial load exerting from the axial force 
component to the clamping surface (the surface of the outer edge 41) as being 
claimed. 

Prior Art 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to Thai-Ba Trieu whose telephone number is 
(571 ) 272-4867. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Thursday 
(6:30-5:00). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, Thomas E. Denion can be reached on (571) 272-4859. 
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The fax phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding 
is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from 
the Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information 
for published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public 
PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair- 
direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll- 
free). If you would like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service 
Representative or access to the automated information system, call 800-786- 
9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

TTB /Thai-Ba Trieu/ 

July 21 , 2008 Primary Examiner 

Art Unit 3748 



